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JUDY LAWRENCE ’69 REMINISCES 
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HER PATH SINCE

:KHQ�Judy Lawrence ’69 returned to 

&DVWLOOHMD�WKLV�IDOO�IRU�5HXQLRQ�:HHNHQGū
her second time back on campus since 

KHU�JUDGXDWLRQ�GD\����\HDUV�DJRūVKH�
ZDV�JUHHWHG�E\�KXJV��PHPRULHV�ƽRRGLQJ�
EDFN�DV�VKH�FKDWWHG�ZLWK�FODVVPDWHV��:KDW�
made her come back after all these years? 

Judy laughs and says, “Fifty years and free 

dinner! It had always been on the list, but 

WKLV�LV�D�PLOHVWRQH�\HDU�Ų

 

Judy noted some changes on campus as 

she walked around the Circle, including the 

presence of male teachers, more athletic 

facilities and sports, and sadly, no boarding 

VWXGHQWV��-XG\�UHPHPEHUV�KRZ�SLYRWDO�
being a boarder was for her, and how, as 

VKH�VDLG��űWKH�FDPDUDGHULH�ZDV�WKHUH��$V�D�
ERDUGHU��WKH�LQƽXHQFHV�IURP�RWKHU�VWDWHV�
DQG�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�ZDV�SKHQRPHQDO�Ų�
7KHUH�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�LQƽXHQFH�RI�3DOR�$OWR��
during study hall in the dorms, the girls 

would secretly lower baskets out their 

windows, then, she explains, “we would get 

locals to get us treats in town, put them in 

the baskets, and pull them back up into 

RXU�URRPV�Ų
 

In the late 1960’s, Judy was a student at 

Castilleja during a tumultuous time in U.S. 

history. ű7KHUH�ZDV�D�VRQJ�ZH�VDQJ�D�ORWūLW�
could have been part of the country or just 

EHLQJ�VHQLRUVūŭZH�JRWWD�JHW�RXW�RI�WKLV�SODFH��
,I�LWŮV�WKH�ODVW�WKLQJ�ZH�HYHU�GR�Ů�:H�ZHUH�
D�OLWWOH�URZG\�Ų�VKH�VD\V�ZLWK�D�ODXJK��$V�
&DVWLOOHMDŮV�ƼUVW�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�JUDGXDWH��
-XG\�ZDV�PDNLQJ�KLVWRU\�KHUVHOI��WRR��6KH�
UHFDOOV��ű:KHQ�,�FXW�P\�KDLU�LQ�D�QDWXUDO�FXW��
,�ZDV�FDOOHG�LQWR�0V��(VSLQRVDŮV�RIƼFH��6KH�
thought I had become a radical, which I 

KDGQŮWŷ�%XW�WKDW�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�LQFLGHQW��DQG�
,�QHYHU�IHOW�ŭRWKHUŮ�IURP�DQ\�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV��
,�QHYHU�IHOW�DQ\�SUHMXGLFH��:H�ZHUH�DOO�LQ�LW�
WRJHWKHU�Ų
 

Judy came to Castilleja after growing up 

in San Jose�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�VWLOO�űWKH�FRXQWU\Ų�
and fondly remembers showing cattle and 

KRUVHV�LQ��+�ZKHQ�VKH�ZDV�\RXQJ��(GXFDWLRQ�
was the family business, and her mom was 

a professor of nursing at San Jose State 

8QLYHUVLW\��:KHQ�-XG\ŮV�ORFDO�KLJK�VFKRRO�
didn’t offer the challenging college-prep 

curriculum she wanted, she transferred to 

&DVWLOOHMD��6KH�PDMRUHG�LQ�%LRORJ\�DW�1HZ�
Mexico Mining and Technology, having 

discovered the school while reading 7KH�
8QGHUJURXQG�*XLGH�WR�WKH�&DPSXV�RI�<RXU�
&KRLFH��ű7KH�UDWLR�RI�PHQ�WR�ZRPHQ�ZDV�
������7KDW�ZDV�WKH�GHFLGLQJ�IDFWRU��,�KDG�D�
ZRQGHUIXO�WLPH�Ų

2YHU�WKH�SDVW�ƼYH�GHFDGHV��-XG\�KDV�
IRUJHG�D�G\QDPLF�DQG�IXOƼOOLQJ�FDUHHU�LQ�
agriculture and education. She wrote grants 

DQG�RUJDQL]HG�VWDWH�ZLGH�FRQIHUHQFHV�
to bring vocational teachers together, 

and many of her curriculum projects are 

FXUUHQWO\�XVHG�QDWLRQDOO\��-XG\�KRVWHG�
conferences throughout California to 

empower students of color in various 

FDUHHU�ƼHOGV�DQG�ZDV�D�VWURQJ�DGYRFDWH�IRU�
the importance of careers in agriculture, 

because according to Judy, “a day without 

ŭDJŮ�OHDYHV�\RX�KXQJU\�DQG�QDNHG�Ų�6KH�DOVR�
spent several years as a disaster services 

volunteer with the American Red Cross, is an 

accomplished gourd artist, and teaches art 

DW�KHU�ORFDO�FRPPXQLW\�FROOHJH�

A new decade brings new adventures, and 

Judy is looking forward to attending 

the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering in 

1HYDGD��ű/DVW�WLPH�,�ZHQW�ZDV�LQ�������DQG�
,�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�%ODFN�SHUVRQ�WKHUH��7KLV�\HDU��
the topic is 7KH�%ODFN�&RZER\��,�GHFLGHG�WR�
JR�EDFN�Ų�,W�KDV�EHHQ�D�\HDU�RI�UHYLVLWLQJ�
WKH�SDVW�
 

5HƽHFWLQJ�RQ�KHU�&DVWLOOHMD�UHXQLRQ��-XG\�
encourages all alumnae to consider making 

a trip back to the Circle, saying, “I enjoyed 

LW��&RPH�EDFN�DQG�WDNH�D�VWUROOŪLW�ZRXOG�EH�
ZRUWK�LW��7DNH�D�GD\�RI�UHƽHFWLRQ�DQG�
KDQJ�RXW�Ų

Judy Lawrence ’69 with classmates Cathy Brooks Fennelly and Claudia Paige at Reunion Weekend


